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regarded the custom with abhorrence, as slavery pure and
simple; and whenever an instance came within his knowledge
he at once released the debtor servant, much to the loss and
wonder of the creditor, who vainly explained that the arrange-
ment was made by mutual consent, and that they had no wish to
depart from ancient custom. No ; they were informed that
slavery was contrary to English law, and that their debts could
be sued for in court. Most of the creditors preferred letting the
debt go; for at that time our courts were not resorted to or
esteemed in the Hills. The better class of hill men depended
entirely on this custom to supply their household with domestic
servants, there being no system of hired service, although the
debtor servant system really came to much the same thing in
the end. The Mong Raja, for instance, informed me that he
had personally suffered great inconvenience ; my predecessor,
it appears, had released his whole household, so that for some
time the house-work had to be done by the Raja's wife and
daughters.

The country, in fact, was not ripe for so sudden and great a
social change as was here involved. Had our courts really been
resorted to by the people at large, the old system would have
lapsed of itself ; but as a matter of fact I was the only judicial
officer in the whole district; the court language also (Bengali),
was incomprehensible to the majority of the people, so that to
thousands of men and women living far away in nooks and
crannies of the hills, English law and justice were practically ,,,
.unknown.                                                                         /-'^

The real rulers of the Hill Tracts were undoubtedly the chiefs,
and they, I found, were highly suspicious and jealous of any
infringement on their power and prerogatives. My proper
place, they considered, was to remain an ornamental represen-
tative of Central Government, But this, of course, was not
, my view.

1 '! I liked my work more and more, feeling somehow that 1 was
-fit for it, and heartily glad to have got out of the Police into
more congenial employment; but I soon found that, with the
best intentions for the good of the people, it was impossible to
govern actively 'without raising up enemies on every side, I
: was not satisfied to see things run in the old grooves, but where